
Jr/Sr High School Attendance FAQ’s Related to COVID-19 and  

Alternate Learning Environments 
Maintaining, monitoring and encouraging regular daily attendance in school is as 
important as ever this year, despite multiple learning environments and 
significant challenges presented to schools, families and communities. Student 
health and safety are also incredibly important and balancing them with a quality 
education is more challenging than ever. The Montrose Area Jr/Sr High School is 
committed to striking the best balance possible while adhering to state law, 
following current recommendations and guidelines and factoring in the needs and 
circumstances specific to each individual student and family. A strong partnership 
between school and family is critical as we work together to achieve these goals. 
 

How is attendance taken for remote learners? 

 Attendance is taken for remote learners at the Jr/Sr High School period by 
period based on their active participation in live learning sessions. This begins 
with homeroom attendance and concludes with the last required class of the day. 
Remote learners are required to follow the bell schedule and enter their Zoom or 
Google Meet classrooms promptly at the start of each required class. Students 
are expected to maintain their presence in the virtual classroom environment, 
participate by asking questions or responding when called on, and having their 
cameras and microphones on when requested. Students who leave class early or 
are unresponsive with their cameras off may not receive daily attendance credit 
for the class. 
 

How is attendance taken on virtual Wednesdays? 

 All students are required to check in with their day 1 period 1 teachers 
between 8:00 and 8:15 am for Homeroom attendance unless they are physically 
present in the building on a Wednesday morning.  Students then earn period by 
period attendance for their timely completion and submission of each course’s 
required assignment or activity. In certain cases, participation in live Wednesday 
sessions may be required; in other instances there may not be a required activity 
or assignment for a particular class on a particular day. Teachers are asked to 
mark their students present or absent based on the completion of the Wednesday 
assignments, and generally update their Wednesday attendance by Friday 
afternoon. 



How are absences and excuses handled for remote learners? 

 Parents are required to submit a written excuse any time a student is 
absent. Remote learners are expected to attend all required live courses. It is not 
appropriate for students to pick and choose between classes over the course of 
the day, and missing multiple classes will result in partial attendance being 
awarded.  While submitting excuses for a single missed class may not be practical, 
communicating with the school if there is a tech. issue, etc. is appreciated. A 
medical excuse should be provided whenever possible and can be faxed to 570-
278-6290 or scanned and emailed to attendance@masd.info. All regular excuses 
can also be submitted in this way. 
 

What happens with remote learners if a teacher is absent or there is no live 
class? 

 On occasion, a teacher will be absent from school or may have their own 
technical issues preventing them from conducting scheduled live-streamed 
lessons. Usually, Google Classrooms are updated to reflect these circumstances. 
There will not be live instruction for Physical Education classes, and virtual 
attendance is not taken in study halls (but is taken during resource periods for 
students assigned to those graded courses). In courses designed to be heavily 
hands-on, there may not be a live lesson every day. In each of these 
circumstances, remote learners will be marked ‘excused’ from the class and there 
will be no negative impact on their attendance if there is no expectation or short-
term inability for them to attend. 
 

What happens if there is a tech issue preventing a remote learner from 
participating live? 

 In these instances, communication is the key. Students should reach out to 
their teacher(s) via email as soon as they can and can also contact the attendance 
office @ 570-278-6218 if there is an issue impeding their ability to log in and 
participate. If the problem is related to an account or password issue, 
Chromebook or mobile hotspot problem, etc., students should contact tech 
support @ 570-278-6243 or support@masd.info. Teachers will generally mark the 
student excused for a class missed due to a tech issue, so long as this does not 
become a regular occurrence. 
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Are students allowed to become Temporary Remote Learners? 

 Yes, students may become temporary remote learners for a variety of 
reasons. Should a student be quarantined for any reason, he or she is required to 
become a temporary remote learner for the duration of the quarantine. Parents 
may also request that their students become temporary remote learners for a day 
or two at a time. If a student is mildly ill, misses the bus, has a daytime 
appointment or is unable to attend school for another valid reason, a parent can 
contact the attendance office by 7:30 am to request that teachers be notified the 
student will be attending remotely that day. In those instances, the student will 
receive attendance credit for the day providing the he or she attends classes 
virtually and participates fully over the course of the day. Partial attendance will 
be awarded as the circumstances dictate. 
 

How are vacations and out-of-state travel impacted by Covid-19 protocols and 
Remote Learning opportunities? 

 As is normally the case, students in good academic standing and with 
regular attendance can be preapproved for a limited number of vacation days. 
Requests are made through the Assistant Principal’s office. Pennsylvania law 
allows for up to 10 regular absences during a school year before medical 
documentation is required, including approved vacation days. Guidelines from the 
PA Department of Health and the CDC continue to evolve, but currently include 
the following guidelines for overnight out-of-state travel: travelers returning to PA 
may provide negative Covid-19 test results from a test conducted up to 72 hours 
BEFORE their return to avoid quarantine. They may also quarantine upon their 
return until a negative result is obtained. In the absence of a negative Covid-19 
test, travelers are to quarantine for 10 days from their date of return, so long as 
they carefully monitor for symptoms for a full 14 days. Students who are 
quarantined (and healthy) are expected to be remote learners for the duration of 
their quarantine.  

 Students are required to make up work missed, and while they have a grace 
period upon their return to do so (three school days), it is recommended that 
students refer to their Google Classrooms regularly and communicate with their 
teachers as needed regarding expectations for completing school work. 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx 
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My student is home and ill. Do I have to take him or her to the doctor? Does he 
or she need a Covid-19 test? 

 Pennsylvania law currently states that medical documentation is required 
for any absences after the 10th day in a given school year. It is good practice to 
provide medical documentation to the school any time a student misses school 
for a medical/dental/counseling appointment. That said, with our current 
restrictions and protocols in place, parents are asked not to send students to 
school who exhibit Covid-19 symptoms. It may not always be practical to schedule 
a doctor’s appointment if a student is mildly ill, and the school will work with 
families in situations where a medical excuse is expected but not able to be 
obtained. Students sent home from school are medically excused by our school 
nurse for the day; in the event the student has a fever, the school’s medical 
excuse will extend through the next day. Students are required to be fever free 
for 24 hours before returning to school. Contacting our School Nurse Practitioner 
with questions as well as maintaining an open line of communication regarding 
student health is critical. Ms. Carey Williams can be contacted at 570-278-6254 or 
cmwilliams@mad.info. Parents can also contact the PA Department of Health 
with questions: 1-877-724-3258 

 The District will not require students to be Covid-19 tested but will follow 
all recommendations from the Department of Health regarding quarantine. 
 

What are the current quarantine guidelines? 

 A quarantine period is required for people who have been identified as 
close contacts of those who have tested positive, when they test positive 
themselves and when they are considered probable cases by the Department of 
Health. In the event that a person tests positive, or is presumed positive, he or 
she is required to quarantine for a period of at least 10 days. Close contacts are 
required to quarantine for 7-10 days after the last contact with the positive case, 
and can end quarantine after 7 days if symptom free and with a negative COVID-
19 test administered on the 5th day or later of the quarantine period. Family 
members who live with a person who has tested positive are required to 
quarantine while the family member is quarantined as well as 7-10 days after.  

Please refer to this PA Department of Health chart for a basic overview of 
quarantine-related circumstances: 
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Q
uarantine-Isolation%20Work%20Guidance.pdf  

mailto:cmwilliams@mad.info
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Quarantine-Isolation%20Work%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Quarantine-Isolation%20Work%20Guidance.pdf

